
Mustang Musings
MORRIS CENTRAL SCHOOL     NEWSLETTER

And now we welcome the new year, full of things  
that have never been          —Rainer Maria Rilke September/October 2016

Principal’s Corner
The idea of change can immediately cause a great deal of 

anxiety. This summer we have encountered many changes 
here at MCS. Change can be difficult, but with it there is 
opportunity to grow and improve. 

Over the summer, we have changed our email host. All of  
our emails now are first initial and last name followed by 
@morriscsd.org. Our website has also changed and we will 
continue to update it and make it as user-friendly as possible. 
Your suggestions and feedback can help us to improve the 
website and make it a valuable tool for communicating with 
the community.

We also have had changes in our faculty and staff.  
We know that the new folks who will be joining the MCS 
team are excited to be a part of our school and are looking 
forward to working with our students and meeting members 
of the community.

As always the school has been a busy place over the 
summer months. Summer school and JAMS kept the build-
ing humming with activity throughout July. The custodial 
staff and office personnel have been busy preparing the 
building and organizing schedules for the new school year. 
Teachers have been working on the alignment of curriculum, 
analysis of student data, and the revision and development 
of assessments. 

Opening Day will be here before we know it! Please note 
that the first day of school for students in grades K-12 is 
Tuesday, September 6. As we begin another school year, it 
is important to remember that this is an opportunity to start 
fresh, set new goals and strive towards greatness. 

As I look ahead I see many exciting changes on the 
horizon! While there is a level of anxiety as we accept the 
changes, I am confident that we are prepared to move ahead 
into another successful school year. We will continue to 
ref lect on what we do and make improvements to address 
changes, challenges and obstacles. We will strive for high 
levels of academic achievement and a safe nurturing learn-
ing environment for all students. 

I look forward to our continued partnership as we work 
together to support all the students at Morris Central School. 

Relax and enjoy the remaining days of summer. See you 
in September. 

—Katharine Smith, Principal

From the Superintendent’s Desk
I would like to congratulate all of our 2016 graduates. 

Twelve of our 25 graduates earned Advanced Regents 
Degrees and five earned mastery in either math or science. 
I want to wish all of the members of the Class of 2016 the 
best of luck as they enter college, serve our country in the 
military or enter the work force. 

I also want to congratulate the many students who did 
well on the Regents in June. We achieved a 100% passing 
rate on the Common Core Algebra I, Chemistry, and Physics 
Regents and more than a 90% passing rate on the Earth 
Science, Living Environment, U.S. History & Government 
tests. This is a true testament to the hard work put forth by 
our students and teachers.

As a school district, we will continue to expand upon the 
1:1 device implementation initiative for students and staff 
that we started two years ago. This year, all students and 
staff in 5th-10th grade will have personal iPads as instruc-
tional tools. 

I am sad to see several of our faculty/staff members retire 
or move on at the end of last year, but I am excited about the 
people that we have been able to hire. I feel they will do a 
wonderful job and make a positive difference in the lives 
of our students.

From the Building Condition Survey and Safety Audit that 
was completed last year, we are now in the planning stages 
for another capital project. The two biggest needs found in 
the audits were a need to replace the school’s boilers and the 
need to replace the roof over the 1995 wing. There are also 
several recommended safety and technological upgrades 
that can be part of a project and could be paid for by our 
SMART Schools Bond allotment. We are hoping to go out 
for a vote on a project in October. 

Over the summer the district transitioned over to a new 
website and we continue to update and improve upon its 
content. Like most things, we have had a few hiccups on 
the way, but I feel that the new website will eventually be 
an improvement over our old one. 

I am looking forward to another great school year and 
am excited to have the staff and students back to school. 
Through the hard work and dedication of our students and 
staff, I know that we will have another banner year. 

—Mr. Matthew Sheldon, Superintendent
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Taking Medication in School
To assure the safety of our students while in school and to comply with the 

New York State Law mandate, no medications are allowed in school without 
prior approval. If your child has a condition which requires him/her to take 
medication during the school day, we will gladly cooperate with you and your 
doctor if you bring to us the following as mandated by NYS:
• A doctor’s note indicating the name of the medication, dosage, time of 

administration, days to be given;
• Permission note from parent or guardian; and
• Medication in the original container.

This includes both prescription and over-the-counter medicine, includ-
ing Tylenol, Advil, and cough drops. Please make every effort to bring the 
medication in to school yourself, in order to avoid breakage, tampering, etc.  
The medication will be kept locked in the Health Office at all times and will 
be dispensed by the School Nurse according to the doctor’s written orders. 
Morris School does not provide over-the-counter medications. 

Determining when to Keep  
your Child Home from School
• Keep your child home if your child is vomiting and/or has diarrhea.
• Keep your child home if she/he is too sick to eat breakfast. 
• Keep your child home if she/he has a bad cough or cold. 
• Keep your child home is she/he has a fever. 

Guidelines for Returning to School After Illness
• Vomiting
 Students who have been vomiting should not return to school for 24 hours 

after the last time they vomited. They should be able to tolerate a regular 
diet as well.

• Diarrhea
 Students that are having diarrhea should not return to school until 24 hours 

after the last time they had diarrhea, they should also be able to tolerate a 
regular diet.

• Fever
 Students should be fever free for 24 hours prior to returning to school.
• Strep Throat and any other bacterial infections
 Students may return to school after they have been on antibiotics for 24 

hours and fever free for 24 hours.
• Antibiotics
 A physician’s order is required for administration of antibiotics at school.

If you are unsure if your child is ready to come back to school or have any 
other questions, please call me at 263-6111.

Thank you, 
Chris Brooks, RN

Bassett Health Zone
Feel free to call anytime you have questions or need to set up appoint-

ments, Monday-Friday, 8:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m. starting in September. 
Call (844)-ALL-SBHC (255-7242) (toll free).
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Like us on Facebook!

Color Coding Organization System
In an effort to help parents, students, and teachers get 

the school year off to a great start, MCS has developed 
a system to color code some of the supplies that students 
will be using. Beginning this school year, students, grades 
3-12, are encouraged to use a new color coding system to 
help improve organization. Since organizational skills are 
essential to success in school, implementing this program 
early on is essential. To keep matters simple, each course 
or subject will be assigned a color so that notebooks, fold-
ers, and book covers can be quickly identified by students, 
whether at school or at home. The subjects and their cor-
responding colors are as follows.
Subjects with Corresponding Colors: 

Science—Green
English—Yellow 
Math—Blue (Navy or Darker Blue) 
Social Studies—Red 
Art/Music—Purple 
Technology—Black 
Spanish—Turqoise (or lighter blue) 
Health/Life Skills—Orange 
Although it is possible to purchase book covers in a vari-

ety of colors, brown paper bags that are cut to fit can be very 
durable and cost-effective. It is easy to color-code these as 
well. For example, brown paper book covers can be color-
coded on the covers and binding using colored markers.

Keep in mind, when purchasing spiral notebooks, many 
teachers prefer/require notebooks with perforated edges. 
School agendas are another valuable and important tool for 
helping students stay organized. Each student, grades 3-6, 
will receive school agendas (assignment notebooks) the 
first week of school. Students 7-12 however, will need to 
furnish their own. 

Teachers at different grade levels may have additional 
or different requirements for certain courses, so please 
be sure to check the supply lists for your child’s grade 
level before purchasing materials. We hope that families 
will find the above information helpful. Working together 
will make the upcoming school year more organized and 
less stressful for everyone.

Fire Safety Report
The Fire Safety Report for Morris Central School is 

available for viewing at the District Office during business 
hours, Monday through Friday: 7:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. and 
1:30 p.m.-3:30 p.m.

Dress Code
A students’ dress, grooming and appearance shall be safe, 

appropriate, and not disrupt or interfere with the educational 
process. Examples: 

1. Extremely brief garments including shorts, skirts, tube 
tops, net tops, halter-tops, spaghetti straps, plunging 
necklines (front and back), see-through garments and 
garments that bare midriff are not appropriate. 

2. Underwear must be completely covered with outer 
clothing. 

3. Include footwear at all times. Footwear that is a safety 
hazard will not be allowed. 

4. Headgear is not permitted in the school building. 
Headgear includes but is not limited to hats, hoods, 
and bandanas.

5. Appearance or dress should not include items that are 
vulgar, obscene, libelous, or denigrate others on account 
of race, color, religion, creed, national origin, gender, 
sexual orientations, or disability. 

6. Appearance or dress should not promote and/or endorse 
the use of alcohol, tobacco, or illegal drugs and/or 
encourage other illegal or violent activities. 

Digital Newsletter
Going green by making the newsletter digital certainly 

helped save money for the District and it was good for the 
environment. The District will continue this practice this year 
as well. You may access the newsletter under the Newsletter 
tab on the District web page. You may also access the calen-
dar online under Calendar of Events and in the Athletics tab.

If you do not have computer access and/or would like a 
hard copy of the newsletter sent directly to you, please call 
the School’s District Office at 263-6102 to request a copy 
be mailed to you. 

Thank you for your understanding and support in this 
matter.

Annual Asbestos Notification
Notice to all building occupants of the availability of the 

school district asbestos management plan.
The school district’s Asbestos Management Plan was sub-

mitted to the New York State Education Department in 1995 
by LEA Designee Don Turnbull. The Asbestos Management 
Plans for this school district’s buildings are available at 
the office of the head custodian in accordance with EPA’s 
“ASBESTOS HAZARD EMERGENCY RESPONSE ACE 
(AHERA): of 1987 (40 CFR part 763) and New York State 
“RIGHT TO KNOW LAW.”

All management plan records are available for review at 
the designated time; business hours are 8:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
For further information contact John Tol or Matthew Sheldon 
at 263-6100.
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504 Grievance Procedures
Morris Central School does not discriminate in employ-

ment or in the education programs and activities which it 
operates on the basis of sex, race or handicap in violation 
of Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972, Title VI 
of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, *504 of the Rehabilitation 
Act of 1973, or the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA).
SECTION 1

If any person believes that Morris Central School or any of 
the district’s staff has inadequately applied the principles or 
regulations of (1) Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, (2) 
Title IX of the Education Amendment Act of 1972, (3) *504 
of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, or (4) the ADA, that person 
may bring forward a complaint, which shall be referred to 
as a grievance, to the district’s compliance officer.

When a staff member or a student is accused of violating 
the principles or regulations of Title IV of the Civil Rights 
Act of 1964, Title IX of the Educational Amendment of 1972, 
Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 or ADA they 
will be notified in the presence of their Union Representative 
or immediate supervisor if a staff member, or their guardian 
if they are a student.

Morris Central School recognizes that both the complain-
ant and the accused have strong interests in maintaining 
confidentiality of the allegations and related information. 
The privacy of all parties will be respected as much as pos-
sible, consistent with legal obligations to investigate, take 
appropriate action, and to comply with any discovery or 
disclosure obligations.

All procedures taken by Morris Central School throughout 
the investigation will be in accordance with the appropriate 
New York State and Federal laws.
SECTION 2

The complaint shall discuss the grievance informally with 
the compliance officer, who shall investigate the complaint 
and respond in writing to the complainant.

The complainant may thereafter initiate formal proce-
dures according to the following steps:
• Step (a)

A written statement of the grievance signed by the com-
plainant shall be submitted to the compliance officer 
within seven (7) days of receipt of the response to the 
grievance. The compliance officer shall further inves-
tigate the matters contained in the grievance and shall 
reply in writing to the complainant within seven days. 
The accused may respond in writing if he/she wishes.

• Step (b)
If the complainant or the accused wishes to appeal the 
decision of the compliance officer, the complainant or 
the accused may submit a signed statement of appeal to 
the Superintendent within seven (7) days after receipt of 
the compliance officer’s response. The Superintendent 

shall meet with the complainant or the accused and any 
representative and make such other inquiries which the 
Superintendent deems appropriate.
Thereafter, the Superintendent shall set forth a conclu-
sion and respond in writing to the complainant within 
fourteen (14) days.

• Step (c)
If the complainant or the accused is not satisfied with 
the conclusion of the Superintendent, the complainant or 
the accused may appeal through a signed, written state-
ment to the Board of Education within seven (7) days of 
receipt of the Superintendent’s response in step (b). In an 
attempt to resolve the grievance, the Board of Education 
shall meet with the complainant or the accused and any 
representative within thirty (30) days of receipt of such 
an appeal. The Board’s written disposition of the appeal 
shall be sent to the complainant or the accused within 
ten (10) days of this meeting.

• Step (d)
If the complainant feels the grievance has not been sat-
isfactorily settled at Step (c), further appeal maybe made 
to the Office for Civil Rights, Department of Education, 
Washington, D.C. 20201.

SECTION 3
The compliance officer is Deborah Chicorelli.
The compliance officer, upon request, will provide a 

copy of the district’s grievance procedure to any employee 
or student of the district.

A copy of each of the Acts and Regulations upon which 
this notice is based will be made available upon written 
request directed to the district’s compliance officer.

When used in this policy, days shall mean calendar days. 
The words person and complainant shall include an employee 
as well as a student of the district.

Inquiries concerning the nondiscriminatory policy may 
be made to Director, Office for Civil Rights, Department 
of Education, Washington, D.C. 20201.

Student Driving
High school students who drive to school may park in 

areas designated by Student Parking signs. Students must 
drive in a safe and reasonable manner while on school 
property. Failure to do so may result in loss of parking 
privileges in the school parking lot, as well as other possible 
disciplinary action.

Students who drive to school may not drive during their 
lunch period or at any other time during the school day. 
Students who attend BOCES must take the school bus to their 
BOCES program. For specific reasons, a student may obtain 
a driving pass from their BOCES instructor, which must 
also be approved by the Morris Central School Principal.
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Title I — Annual Parental Notice on  
Teacher Qualifications

Pursuant to the No Child Left Behind Act of 2001, this 
is to advise you that you have the right to request infor-
mation regarding the professional qualifications of your 
child’s classroom teachers. If you desire such information, 
please submit a written request for this information to the 
attention of:

Mr. Matthew Sheldon, Superintendent 
Morris Central School 

PO Box 40; 65 Main Street 
Morris, New York 13808

Except in extraordinary circumstances, the written 
request should be submitted within thirty (30) days of this 
notice.

Upon receipt of such request, the District will inform 
you whether the teachers have met state qualification and 
licensing criteria for the grade levels and subject areas in 
which they provide instruction; whether any teacher is 
teaching under emergency or other temporary status through 
which state qualification or licensing criteria have been 
waived; and the baccalaureate degree major of the teachers 
and any other graduate certification or degree they hold, and 
the field of discipline of the certification or degree.

The District will also notify you as to whether your child 
is provided services by paraprofessionals and, if so, their 
qualifications.

Student Safety 
As we begin another school year, I want to remind parents 

of the proper drop-off and pick-up points for your children. 
First, please do not use the bus loop between the hours 

of 7:30-8:30 a.m. and 2:30-3:30 p.m. on school days.  
We have buses using that loop during those times and it can 
be very dangerous when cars use this bus loop at the same 
time. We have had situations with private vehicles block-
ing our buses, passing the red blinking lights on the buses 
and trying to back out of the loop. If you want to drop off a 
student at this entrance during those times, please use our 
parking lot across from the school.

Secondly, we are starting to have more and more students 
entering and exiting vehicles along State Route 23. We have 
students crossing the road, parents making U-turns in front 
of the school and cars sometimes blocking the entrance to 
the bus loop. Once again, please use the parking lot across 
from the school to pick-up and drop-off your children.  
We have had several near accidents and I am afraid that it 
is only a matter of time before a serious accident occurs. 

Lastly, please do not park in front of the elementary 
entrance during drop-off or pick-up times. This area 
becomes very congested and it is often very difficult for 
people to get through that area during those times. If you 
need to come in to see a teacher or staff member, please 
park in our parking lot across from the school and use the 
entrance by the bus loop. 

I want to thank you in advance for your cooperation.  
I know that the use of parking lot may take a little more 
time and may require your child to walk a little further, but 
student safety needs to come first. 

—Mr. Matthew Sheldon, Superintendent

School Tax Information 
The collector will accept payment for school taxes for 61 

days beginning September 1, 2016, and ending October 31,  
2016. Payment of taxes may be mailed to the collector at 
P.O. Box 313, Morris, New York 13808, during this time. 

Make checks payable to: School Tax Collector. The col-
lector will accept taxes at Morris Town House, 118 Main 
Street, Morris, New York 13808, only during the month 
of September between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and noon on 
Thursday and Friday, or by appointment. 

Taxes will be collected at no interest from September 1,  
2016, through September 30, 2016, and at 2% interest from 
October 1, 2016, through October 31, 2016. All taxed remain-
ing unpaid after November 1, 2016, will be returned to the 
Otsego County Treasurer, Cooperstown, New York.
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Questions and Answers

Where do I go with Questions or Concerns?
Questions About… 1st Contact 2nd Contact 3rd Contact 4th Contact

Academics / Curriculum Teacher Mrs. Catella Ms. Smith or  
Mrs. Chicorelli Mr. Sheldon

Technology/ iPads Teacher Mr. Thom Ms. Smith or  
Mrs. Chicorelli Mr. Sheldon

Scheduling Teacher Mrs. Catella Ms. Smith or  
Mrs. Chicorelli Mr. Sheldon

Special Education Teacher Mrs. Chicorelli Mr. Sheldon

Classroom Rules/Policies Teacher Ms. Smith or  
Mrs. Chicorelli Mr. Sheldon

Athletics Coach Athletic Director Ms. Smith Mr. Sheldon
Clubs Advisor Ms. Smith Mr. Sheldon

Discipline/Behavior Teacher Ms. Smith or  
Mrs. Chicorelli Mr. Sheldon

Peer Issues/Bullying Adult in Charge or →
Mrs. Miller or  
Mrs. Catella

Ms. Smith or  
Mrs. Chicorelli Mr. Sheldon

Cafeteria Mrs. Jacobsen
Mrs. Chicorelli or

Ms. Smith
Mr. Sheldon

Health Office Mr. Brooks
Mrs. Chicorelli or

Ms. Smith
Mr. Sheldon

School Bus (Routes/Behavior) Bus Driver Mr. Walls Ms. Smith or  
Mrs. Chicorelli Mr. Sheldon

Main Office (Teachers/Mrs. Smith, Principal)........263-6100
Guidance Office (Mrs. Catella & Mrs. Miller) .......263-6116
District Office (Mr. Sheldon, Superintendent) ........263-6102
CSE Office
(Mrs. Chicorelli, Director of Pupil Personnel) .........263-6109

Athletic Office (Athletic Director) ..........................263-6124
Cafeteria (Mrs. Jacobsen) ........................................263-6112
Health Office/Nurse (Mr. Brooks) ..........................263-6111
Transportation Office (Mr. Walls) .........................263-6117

2016-2017 College Level Courses
Morris Central School is pleased to offer the following courses for college credit for the 2016-2017 school year.

Course # of College 
Credits Sponsoring College Teacher Distance 

Learning Cost

The Chemistry of Nature 3 SUNY Oneonta Mrs. Nagarur No $150 Spring
English Literature 3 TC3 Mr. Degan No No Cost

Composition 3 TC3 Mr. Degan No No Cost
Personal Money 

Management 3 TC3 Mr. Harmer No No Cost

Spanish IV 6 Herkimer County  
Community College Mrs. Telfer Yes $159 Fall/

$159 Spring
American Politics 3 University at Albany Milford CS Yes $150 Fall

Economic Ideas and Issues 3 Syracuse University Milford CS Yes $330 Spring

American History I & II 6 Herkimer County  
Community College TBA No $159 Fall/

$159 Spring
Psychology 3 Hudson Valley Comm. College College Yes $150 semester
Sociology 3 Hudson Valley Comm. College College Yes $150 semester

Criminal Justice 3 SUNY Delhi College Yes $157.55 semester
Students may start taking college courses beginning in their sophomore year depending on their schedule. Each college 

has a different fee structure as stated in the above chart and may change at any time.
If you need further information, please call Mrs. Catella or Mrs. Parker in the Guidance Office at 263-6116.
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Pesticide Use
Dear Parent, Guardian, and School Staff:

New York State Education Law Section 409-H, effective July 1, 2001, requires all public and nonpublic elementary and 
secondary schools provide written notification to all persons in parental relations, faculty, and staff regarding the periodic 
potential use of pesticides throughout the school year.

The Morris Central School District is required to maintain a list of persons in parental relation, faculty, and staff who 
wish to receive a 48-hour prior written notification of certain pesticide applications. The following pesticide applications 
are not subject to prior notification requirements:
• A school remains unoccupied for a continuous 72 hours following an application;
• Anti-microbial products;
• Nonvolatile rodenticides in tamper resistant bait stations in areas inaccessible to children;
• Nonvolatile insecticidal baits in tamper resistant bait stations in areas inaccessible to children;
• Silica gels and other nonvolatile ready-to-use pastes, foams, or gels in areas inaccessible to children;
• Boric acid and disodium octaborate tetrahydrate;
• The application of EPA designated biopesticides;
• The application of EPA designated exempt materials under 40CFR152.25; and
• The use of aerosol products with a directed spray in containers of 18 f luid ounces or less when used to protect individu-

als from an imminent threat from stinging and biting insects including venomous spiders, bees, wasps, and hornets.
In the event of an emergency application necessary to protect against an imminent threat to human health, a good faith 

effort will be made to supply written notification to those on the 48-hour prior notification list.
If you would like to receive 48-hour prior notification of pesticide applications that are scheduled to occur in our school, 

please complete the form below and return it to John Tol, the Morris Central School District pesticide representative, at 
PO Box 40, Morris, NY 13808.

Please feel free to contact John Tol, the Morris Central School District pesticide representative, at 607-263-6100 for 
further information on these requirements.

Morris Central School District  

Request for Pesticide Application Notification
(Please Print)

Name: _________________________________________________________________________________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

Day Phone: _____________________________________________________________________________________

Evening Phone: __________________________________________________________________________________
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Advice for Seniors
After four years of high school, senior year was the most stressful. There were so many things I wish I knew before I went 

into my last year at Morris and that’s why I am writing this article. 
To the future seniors from a graduating student

You won’t fully understand these tips until you finish senior 
year, but at least give them a read.

• Do not enter senior year thinking it is going to be a breeze. 
It will not be, there so much stuff to do throughout the 
year and that’s why it truly flies by.

• The friends you may have had last year or even over the 
summer may not be in your friend group this year—that 
is okay.

• Do your homework! Honestly, some teachers don’t give 
out much homework so take advantage of the easy 100. 

• Apply for every scholarship available to you. You have 
no idea how expensive college is going to cost until you 
see the physical bill from your future school. 

• Do not think that colleges do not look at your grades from 
senior year . . . they do. 

• Try to befriend others in your class that maybe you have 
not talked to too much; after graduation you may not see 
them again. 

• Do something fun with your class (kayaking, go to the 
drive in, have a bonfire).

• Use your senior privileges (go out for lunch, leave school 
early if you have study halls).

• Do a sweet senior prank (one that is approved and school 
appropriate).

• Make the best of the year; just have some fun.
—Liana Garry, Senior

To the future seniors from teachers
• Do not let senioritis get the best of you. Stay the kind 

and thoughtful person you are all year long. Do not stop 
caring (Mrs. Waffle). 

• Be kinder than necessary, because most everyone 
you meet is fighting a battle you know nothing about  
(Mrs. Chicorelli).

• Work hard (Mrs. Walling). Work hard . . . nothing is free. 
If you want it, work for it. You won’t be disappointed  
(Mrs. Telfer). Don’t be lazy (Mr. Harmer). Don’t fall 
behind (Mrs. Murad).

• Learn to write a good thank you card. Chances are, you 
will get a present or card or scholarship or award at gradu-
ation; you should thank those that took the time to think 
of you (Mrs. Waffle).

• Keep an open mind and seize every opportunity.  
(Mrs. Walling). Try new things and take good chances 
(Mrs. Waffle).

• Save your school resume—if only for the formatting  
(Mrs. Waffle).

• Give back to your community and your school in whatever 
way you can (Mrs. Waffle).

• Slow down, savor the time, take advantage of everything 
that Morris offers you and enjoy your senior year (Mr. 
Sheldon). Do not rush—enjoy the moment! (Mrs. Hand).

• Make the most of each day (Miss. Wilson).
• Challenge yourself, do not coast! (Mr. Ernst).

—Mrs. Waffle, ELA

Retiring: Mr. Pellert
Mr. Pellert, a bus driver, 

retired in June. He plans to 
start a new life just north 
of Dayton Beach, Florida. 
There he will seek employ-
ment to fill his time. He said, 
“What I will miss the most is 
absolutely the kids, my co-
workers and friends, and the 

parents I have come to know.”
Thank you for your service to MCS. Good luck,  

Mr. Pellert, and enjoy your retirement. 

Thank You, Mr. Pellert!
Enjoy Retirement!

Reminder:

School Begins

September 6 for 

grades K-12!
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Senior Bonding: Kayaking in the Sun
As a final get together, the senior class took a day trip 

to Black Creek to enjoy a day of kayaking and fun. Six 
tour guides, the kayaking experts, led the way down the 
water showing us different strokes and skills involved with 
kayaking.

 Many of the seniors had already been kayaking before, 
but there were a few who had never gone before. The day 
included a lot of splashing, laughs and some swimming. The 
water was still very cold so no one chose to go swimming, 
but Anton Ranc, Liana Garry and Logan Kneaskern 
all f lipped while in their kayaks and had to face the cold 
water. “I was having a lot of fun with my group and all of 
a sudden my kayak started shaking and then I was in the 
water. Everyone helped me to quickly get out before I got too 
cold,” said Logan. When someone f lipped everyone had to 
work together to help them get back into their kayak quickly 
so there were no worries of hypothermia. After everyone 
finished kayaking the students topped off their day with 
eating a nice lunch together outside. It was a great field trip 
for the seniors to have one last hoorah before graduation!

—Morgan Flint, Senior

New Visions
Here at Morris we offer many different opportunities for 

our students. Senior Emily Walling has had the privilege of 
being able to travel to Norwich every day and learn in a hos-
pital. Emily is a part of the New Visions Health Professions 
program through the BOCES in Norwich. She spends half a 
day in Morris and half a day at Chenango Memorial Hospital 
where she goes on rotations and shadows many different 
doctors and other health professionals. When asked what 
her favorite rotation was she said, “I really enjoyed my 
rotation in the Lab. I was able to do a bunch of cool things 
that included looking at blood cells and bacteria under a 
microscope and running the centrifuge.” She also talked 
about the other rotations she experienced stating that, “I 
saw some small surgeries, did an EKG in the ER, and I was 
able to go inside the MRI machine.”

Emily goes to New Visions with other students from 
different schools in Chenango County. “My class is a small 
class (only six people) and we have all become really close,” 
said Emily. Opportunities like New Visions allow students 
to experience new things, learn new skills that they would 
not be able to learn in school, and allows students to meet 
new people and make new friends. 

—Morgan Flint, Senior

Class of 2017 Announces Leadership
The Class of 2017 is pleased to announce the slate of 

Officers for the 2016-2017 school year.
President: Brent Wist
Vice Presient: Jenn Colburn
Secretary: Rella Osuna
Treasurer: Frazer Bourgeois
The class has some wonderful things planned for their 

final year of high school. Please mark your calendars 
for our Mum sale and Yankee Candle Sale in the fall. 
Your support helps to defray the costs associated with 
Graduation and Prom.

SkillsUSA Competition 
Do you like competition? Well, I do. This past year 

I went to a competition at the Morrisville College 
with our school’s BOCES program. The competition 
was for SkillsUSA. There are many different catego-
ries in which to participate. Some of the categories 
are building trades, welding, and automotive. 

I went to the competition through the Otsego 
Northern Catskills BOCES. I did not win, but it was 
a lot of fun.

—Dylan Kline, Junior
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Where Are They Now?
Some of our students have gone on from Morris into 

varying medical fields. 
Mindy Lull (2002)

I graduated from Penn State in 2010 
with my Ph.D. in Pharmacology. After fin-
ishing my Ph.D., I spent a year in a research 
fellowship at Virginia Commonwealth 
University in Richmond, VA. I am cur-
rently in my 6th year as an Assistant 
Professor of Pharmaceutical Sciences at 
Wegmans School of Pharmacy (St. John 

Fisher College) in Rochester. I absolutely love teaching, but 
I am also am involved in brain research related to both drug 
abuse and diseases such as Alzheimer’s and Parkinson’s. 
My other passion is taking students on service trips; I have 
taken students on service trips to El Salvador and Montana. 
Angie Nitto (2011)

I am in the midst of my first term in 
Medical School in Grenada, which is in 
the Caribbean. I will be in Grenada for 
two years (five terms) and then my last 
two years I complete my clinical rotations 
in NYC. If all goes as planned, my goal 
is to become a neonatologist—I will first 
have to get a pediatric residency and then 

a neonatology fellowship. I love traveling and hate New 
York’s winter, so going to school in the Caribbean is the best 
of both worlds! My coolest experience so far (since I spend 
most of my time cooped up studying) was during parent’s 
weekend when my youngest brother and Dad came to visit, 
and we were able to go SCUBA diving to see the Underwater 
Sculpture Park! This piqued my interest, so after midterms 
I became PADI certified. I can now continue exploring the 
island underwater and enjoy seeing the coral reefs! 
Emily Leboffe (2013)

First off I would start by saying that 
I absolutely love Susquehanna! I am a 
Biology major there with Chemistry and 
Health Care Studies minors. 

Last summer I was accepted into 
the STEP-UP Undergraduate Summer 
Research Fellowship Program through 
the American Physiological Society (APS) 

and the National Institute of Diabetes and Digestive and 
Kidney Diseases (NIDDK). I was able to do research at the 
Geisinger Medical Center in Danville, PA, using the new 
and upcoming CRISPR-Cas9 system for genome editing to 
study proteins in mice cells. After 10 weeks, I presented my 
research at the STEP-UP Summer Research Symposium at 
the National Institutes of Health in Bethesda, MD. It was a 
great experience and networking opportunity! 

This summer I was awarded the Benjamin A. Gilman 
International Scholarship to attend a medical internship 
in Cyprus. The program included work in a cadaver lab, 
learning a number of clinical exams, and working with 
local patients. We also had the opportunity to travel around 
Cyprus and to some neighboring countries!
Brittany (Decker) Hulick (2005)

I am a Certified Registered Nurse 
Anesthetist (CRNA), which is a master’s 
prepared advanced practice nurse who 
practices with a large degree of autonomy 
and professional respect. I currently work 
as a CRNA at Bassett Medical Center in 
Cooperstown. To become a CRNA you 
must have a bachelor’s degree in nursing, 

Registered Nurse licensure, critical care experience and 
completion of an accredited nurse anesthesia program and 
the national certification examination. CRNA’s are the pri-
mary anesthesia providers at the majority of rural hospitals. 
I have been asked countless times, “So what is it that you 
do?” My job as a CRNA includes a pre-anesthetic interview 
the day of surgery, anesthesia induction (which is putting 
the patient asleep for surgery), airway management, mainte-
nance and emergence (emerging the patient from anesthesia 
after surgery is completed). During the anesthetic, I manage 
the patient’s airway, administer accessory drugs including 
pain medication, intravenous f luids and try to maintain the 
patient’s physiologic status during surgery. CRNA’s provide 
anesthesia for a variety of surgical cases from the simplest, 
complex to emergent. I also work as a consult on the obstet-
rics unit and provide labor analgesia including epidurals 
and intrathecals. Every patient that I encounter as a CRNA 
is different which means their anesthetic plan is different.  
I love my job because of the autonomy I have as a provider. 
It allows me to make sure that my patient will be receiving 
the safest and best anesthestic that can be provided to them. 
Brandee Decker (2007)

In August I will be starting my senior 
year as a pre-doctoral fellow at Albany 
Medical College in the Department of 
Regenerative and Cancer Cell Biology.  
As a Doctor of Philosophy (Ph.D.) candidate 
I spend most of my days in the laboratory 
and animal resource facility conducting 
translational research. I am mentored by 

Dr. Kevin Pumiglia of Albany Medical College. Our lab is 
primarily interested in the cellular signaling that regulates 
growth control and differentiation decisions in the vascular 
endothelium, and how they might contribute to human 
diseases including: Vascular Malformations, Retinopathy, 
Tumor Angiogenesis, and Wound Healing. Specifically 
my doctoral research focuses on vascular malformations. 
Patients afflicted not only suffer from aesthetic problems, 
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but experience disfigurement, chronic pain, organ function 
obstruction, and in some cases fatality. I am working to dissect 
out the molecular mechanisms along the PTEN/ PI-3’Kinase/
AKT signaling cascade involved with cellular fate decisions 
underlying these vascular phenomenon in order to uncover 
opportunities for intervention. Basically, my job has become 
to understand how and why these things are happening, which 
is necessary to effectively and appropriately treat/develop 
new therapeutics for patients. I am also a teacher’s assistant 
for the Department of Cellular and Molecular Physiology at 
Albany Medical College teaching course work and labs related 
to Cardiovascular Physiology. This fall I will additionally 
take on a teaching role in the Department of Regenerative 
and Cancer Cell Biology for the Oncology theme to which I 
am looking forward.
Victoria McEwan (Galbreth) (2008) 

Vicotoria McEwan is now a Doctor of Optometry. After 
leaving MCS in 2008, Victoria spent four years at Elmira 
College (EC) where she majored in Biology, minored in 
Business Administration, and took an active role in campus 
life serving as a Resident Assistant for three years, working 
in the Information Technology Department, and assuming 
leadership roles in multiple student organizations, clubs, and 
honor societies. During her time at EC, Victoria fulfilled 
pre-requisites for graduate studies and considered several 
healthcare options. After several years of deliberation 
and shadowing healthcare professionals, Victoria chose 
Optometry as the career path to pursue. In 2011, after taking 
the Optometry Admissions Test (OAT) Victoria applied to 
several Optometry programs and chose the Pennsylvania 
College of Optometry at Salus University to continue 
her education. Shortly after graduating from EC in 2012, 
Victoria moved to Pennsylvania and began studying at Salus 
University. In 2014, an opportunity to pursue a Master’s 
Degree in Public Health arose and Victoria accepted the 
challenge to earn both degrees. Public Health involves evalu-
ating and addressing health issues at the population level. 
While at Salus University Victoria served as President of her 
class for all four years, provided eye care for underserved 
communities in and around Cap Haitian, Haiti, in August 
of 2014 and traveled within the U.S. to attend American 
Optometric Association (AOA) and American Academy of 
Optometry (AAO) meetings. Dr. McEwan graduated with 
both degrees in May of 2016. Victoria will complete a one-
year Residency in Ocular Disease and Primary Care at the 
VA Hudson Valley Health Care System starting July 2016. 
Residency is an additional year of advanced clinical training 
under the supervision of experienced clinicians. Victoria is 
excited to be done with formal education and entering the 
workforce as an Optometrist. She is committed to lifelong 
learning, eager to maintain a high level of knowledge in her 
field to best serve her patients now and for years to come.

—Mrs. Waffle, ELA

Yearbook Announcements 
Individual Picture Information 

Individual pictures will be taken on Tuesday, September 16.  
Order forms will be sent home on the first day of school. 
Money and orders are due on picture day. You cannot order 
photos after picture day. Pre-K will take their pictures later 
in the year on re-take day.
Fall Sports Picture Information 

Fall Sports picture day will be September 16, after school. 
Home uniforms required.
Retake And Pre-K Picture Information 

Retake day is November 10. Pre-K will take their indi-
vidual photos this day as well as clubs. 
Senior Picture Information 
• Due date—October 3
• Seniors who have photos taken by a photographer other 

than Jack Cole will be required to provide Mrs. Waffle 
with a head and shoulders (no hands) wallet shot (or a 
digital copy). They will be returned at the close of the 
school year. All photos must be school-appropriate; this 
includes attire; please keep attire formal and follow the 
school’s dress code. 

• All Seniors—you must have your head and shoulders 
shots to Mrs. Waffle before the end of September, so 
schedule your appointments accordingly. There are no 
extensions for this as the Senior section is due in the 
first deadline of the yearbook this fall! 

• Seniors, you must also hand in a baby photo and a candid 
(by yourself) by the end of September as well, so start 
looking for them now. These will be returned as soon 
as we scan them. 

• Please contact Mrs. Waffle at 263-6100 if you have any 
questions. 

Parent/Guardian Advertising 
• Due date—October 28
• You may purchase advertising space in this yearbook, as 

in years past. Please collect pictures and start planning 
your text for your ads now. We would like to collect all 
PDA (Parental Displays of Affection) before the end of 
October. You may receive a discount on your ad if you 
design it yourself in entirety. Please contact Mrs. Waffle 
for more information on this as there are specifications 
you will need to follow. 

Call for Submissions
Since my time in Morris only dates to 1998, it would be 

fantastic if those of you who know graduates before that 
time could let me know of former graduates who deserve 
shout outs or who do something interesting. Please feel free 
to contact me at jwaff le@morriscsd.org. When possible, 
please provide contact information for the person of interest.  
Thanks!

—Mrs. Waffle, ELA
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Graduation Awards—June 24, 2016
Valedictorian

Maeve Kranbuhl
Salutatorian

Emily Walling
Stanley Foote Memorial Award

Sophia Garry
Frances Schoradt Joslyn Memorial Award

Michael Murphy
W. D. Johnson Association Prizes

1st Place—Morgan Flint
2nd Place—Peter Wendler

Butternut Valley American Legion Post Medals
Peter Wendler and Nicole Madero

American Legion Auxiliary Memorial Award  
in Memory of Elizabeth Klindt

Morgan Flint
Alumni Association Scholarship Award

Abigail Gregory
Class of 1951 Award

Margaret Ernst
Elizabeth Miller Memorial Awards

Anton Ranc
Andrew J. Coyle II Memorial Scholarship

Devan Hazen
Bridges’ Family Scholarship

Morgan Flint
James R. Morris Essay Prizes

1st Place—Morgan Flint
2nd Place—Sophia Garry
3rd Place—Nicole Madero

Principal’s List Award
Morgan Flint

Morris VFW Post 1417 and Ladies Auxiliary 
Achievement Awards

1st Place—Isabella Funk
2nd Place—Madison Barnes

3rd Place—Avery Stanton-Miritello
Morris VFW Women’s Auxiliary

Nicole Madero and Logan Kneaskern
The Barrett Family Award

Michael Murphy
Sally Wright Memorial Award

Morgan Flint
Community Bank Award

Connor Bjorvand and Thomas Cole Leboffe
2106 Series Scholarships for Academic Excellence

Maeve Kranbuhl and Peter Wendler

John McElroy Excellence in Music Awards
Chorus—Nicole Madero
Band—Margaret Ernst

Case Family Memorial Award
Morgan Flint

The MTA George Preston Memorial Scholarship
Margaret Ernst

The Sidney L. Huff and Onnolee D. Huff Scholarship
Michael Murphy

Otis A. Thompson Foundation Memorial Scholarship
Isabella Funk

The Daughters of the American Revolution  
Good Citizen Award

Morgan Flint
Ian MacMillan Fiction Writing Prize

1st Place—Logan Kneaskern
2nd Place—Sophia Garry
Participation Certificate

Fallyn Rathbone
Hall History Award

Logan Kneaskern
Hall Art Award

Sophia Garry
Hall English Award

Sophia Garry
Hall Music Award

Margaret Ernst and Nicole Madero
Butternut Valley Grange Awards

Nicole Madero
Collier/Meyers Memorial Scholarship

Morgan Flint
Ann and Vincent O’Neill Scholarship Prize

Ian Dill
Leatherstocking Brush and Palette Club Award

Abigail Gregory
Butternut Valley Arts and Craft  

(Roy Bartlett Excellence in Art Award) 
Music—Margaret Ernst

Art—Avery Stanton Miritello
Shaine Lymn Memorial Award

Sophia Garry
Christine MacLeman Scholarship Fund

Peter Wendler
Kristi Incze Memorial Scholarship

Morgan Flint
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The Board of Education Highest Regents
Physics—Emily Walling

Common Core ELA—Fallyn Rathbone
Morris Central Booster Club Scholarship

Morgan Flint, Liana Garry, and Sophia Garry
Morris Rotary Club Scholarship Award

Sophia Garry
Clark Scholarship

Ian Dill, Margaret Ernst, Morgan Flint, Isabella Funk, 
Liana Garry, Sophia Garry, Logan Kneaskern,  

Maeve Kranbuhl, Nicole Madero, Michael Murphy,  
Emily Walling, Peter Wendler

Through BOCES
Thomas Cole Leboffe, Avery Stanton-Miritello

Anita Hopkins Scholarship Awards
6th Place—Nicole Madero
5th Place—Sophia Garry

Lull Memorial Scholarship Awards
4th Place—Morgan Flint
3rd Place—Peter Wendler

2nd Place—Emily Wendler
1st Place—Maeve Kranbuhl

Athletic Awards
Boys’ Soccer

MVP—Michael Murphy 
Coaches Award—Ian Dill

Defensive MVP—Cameron Best  
Most Improved Player—Robert Child 

Boys’ Basketball
MVP—Michael Murphy 

Most Improved Player—Robert Child   
Coaches Award—Matt Murphy  

Girls’ Basketball
Offensive MVP—Meghan Barringer 

Defensive MVP—Morgan Flint 
Most Improved Player—Elizabeth Thompson  

Best Teammate—Morgan Flint 
Girls’ Soccer

Offensive MVP—Meghan Barringer
Defensive MVP—Jen Colburn 

Most Improved Player—Rebekah Oliver 
Best Teammate—Reanen Goodspeed 

Softball
Defensive MVP—Rebekah Oliver

Offensive MVP—Liana Garry
Coaches Award—Maggie Ernst 

Most Improved Player—Alexi Baran
Baseball

Offensive MVP—Sam Ernst
Coaches Award—Ryan Morlock 

Co-Most Improved Players—Dave Dugan, Ben Child
Girls’ Track

MVP—Deirdre Brett
Most Improved Player—Bridget Walker

Coaches Award—Sophia Garry
Boys’ Track

MVP—Brandon Richards
Most Improved Player—Tanner Sutliff

Coaches Award—Ethan Koch

Senior March Out the Doors
On Monday, June 13, the senior class donned their 

caps and gowns and marched through the halls to 
Pomp and Circumstance playing over the loud speak-
ers throughout the building. Students of all ages lined 
the halls and clapped for our graduating Class of 2016! 

Besides the smiles of approval and appreciation 
by the seniors and for the seniors, students thought 
this new tradition was a great addition to our halls. 
Rebecca Rutte, Junior, said, “It was actually beauti-
ful to see all the seniors walk from the younger grades 
up. It’s really cool to think that they all started from 
back there!” Matthew Harrington, Junior, said, “It 
was cool to see the oldest kids in the school go back to 
the younger ones and say, ‘Hi, look what you can do.’” 
LeeAnn Fuchs, Junior, said, “I loved it! It was super 
cool and [the seniors] looked so happy!” 

The seniors ended their march in the big gym where 
students in grades 7-12 were invited to sign their year-
books for the last minutes of the school year. There was 
music and dancing, and a drawing for free yearbook 
prizes and signing and singing and laughing and some 
crying, too. It was a great end to another great year.

—Mrs. Waffle, ELA

Great Job!
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Harris Crandall Memorial Prize  
for Highest Regents Marks

Algebra 2/Trigonometry—Jaser Iniguez
Common Core Geometry—William Norton

Common Core Algebra—Nathaniel Edwards,  
William Ranc, Anthony Schoentube

Common Core Algebra 2—Brent Wist
Principal’s Award for Outstanding  

Achievement Award
6th Grade Math (2014-2015)—Baylie Boglioli
6th Grade ELA (2014-2015)—Baylie Boglioli

8th Grade ELA (2014-2015)—Ethan Koch,  
Anthony Schoentube, Jacob Walling

8th Grade Math (2014-2015)—Benjamin Child, 
Nathaniel Edwards, Anthony Schoentube, Jacob Walling

8th Grade Science (2014-2015)—Benjamin Child, 
Nathaniel Edwards, Adam Gartung, Ashley Harrington, 

Ethan Koch, Andrew Meyers, William Ranc,  
Brandon Richards, Anthony Schoentube,  

Gavin Tracy, Jacob Walling
Principal’s List Award

7th Grade—Baylie Boglioli, Matthew Wendler
8th Grade—Morgan Valentine

9th Grade—Nathaniel Edwards, Jacob Walling
10th Grade—Robert Child

11th Grade—Jaser Iniguez, Brent Wist
Butternut Valley Grange Awards

Brent Wist
Raymond A. and Mabel Card Memorial Award

Scott Strain
Morris Rotary Club Community Service Awards

7th Grade—Kyle Meyers
8th Grade—Mackenzie Sutliff

9th Grade—Jacob Walling
10th Grade—Tanner Sutliff
11th Grade—Deidra Brett

Daily Star Regional Spelling Bee Champion 
Representing MCS

Monica Dugan 
RIT Computing Medals Award

Brent Wist
Clarkson University High School Leadership Award

Brent Wist
The DAR Award

Monica Dugan and Anastasia Edwards

Ian MacMillan Fiction Awards
3rd Place—Isaac Whitbeck

Certificate of Honorable Mention—Griffin Leboffe
Certificate of Participation—LeeAnn Fuchs,  

Nancy Yaeger
Nancy Turnbull Memorial Award

Kyle Meyers
Most Improved in Mathematics

7th Grade—Miesha Neer
8th Grade—Katie Robinson

The Student Council Leadership Award
Jennifer Colburn

Board of Education Awards for  
Highest Regents Marks

Global History and Geography—Robert Child
Earth Science—Robert Child, William Norton
U.S. History and Government—Jaser Iniguez

Chemistry—Jaser Iniguez
Morris Rotary Club Award

Anthony Schoentube
Alumni Association Scholarship Prizes

Freshman
1st—Jacob Walling

2nd—Nathaniel Edwards
Sophomore

1st—Robert Child
2nd—Adam Rutherford

Junior
Paige Barrett

BOE Junior Scholarship Prizes
1st—Brent Wist

2nd—Jaser Inigue

Awards Night Awards June 23, 2016

Congratulations!
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Ecuador Bound: Morris Voluntours
A group of high school students will be embarking on a 

trip to Ecuador from July 21 through August 7. The purpose: 
voluntourism. 

“We had this trip planned for a while now,” said Joanne 
Telfer, group leader and tour guide. “It has changed a bit from 
the beginning of the planning stages, but it will still remain 
a service trip with the side-benefit of travel and tourism. ”

The group will travel to Quito, the capital city of Ecuador 
where they will have a total immersion experience for a week. 
“We will be staying with host families and attending Spanish 
classes at the Academia Latinoamericana. It is a week-long 
program, full of culture and language. The students will be 
placed in appropriate language-level classes at the Academia, 
and have a total learning experience for five hours a day,” said 
Telfer. “Then, after classes, we will be visiting local tourism 
sites. It is a wonderful experience for the students to get the 
entire Andina culture put before them.” Some of the sites they 
will visit will include Otavalo market in the Andean highlands, 
Pinchincha and Cotopaxi volcanoes, The Middle of the World 
City (the Equator), and Isla de la Plata, which is also known 
as the poor man’s Galapagos. 

After a week of immersion and sightseeing, the students 
will transfer to the coastline and help to rebuild the school in 
the town of Puerto Lopez. “So much of the coast of Ecuador 
was demolished by the recent earthquakes. Most of the stu-
dents along the coastline do not have a school to attend, so we 
are going to help them rebuild and regroup. We are bringing 
supplies to help equip the School Bus Library, a project started 
by the Academia Latinoamericana’s Dean, Diego del Corral,” 
said Telfer. This program will help equip a bus with school 
supplies and books so that the students have a place to learn. 
“We will be in Puerto Lopez for an additional week. We will be 
reading in English to the kids but speaking only Spanish. We 
are taking supplies, such as crayons, pens and pencils, paper, 
and elementary English books to help get them started. I am 
excited for my students to learn and serve at the same time. ”

The two weeks are totally funded by the students them-
selves. “We did not do any fundraising for this. We felt it was 
our way to give back. There are plenty of sites online where 
one can donate money. We wanted to donate our time and our 
skills, whatever they may be,” Telfer added. 

Many community members got in the swing of this program 
as well, donating some school supplies. “We cannot thank the 
community enough,” commented Telfer. “Their generosity 
will surely make a difference with the little ones of Ecuador. 

The students, all from Morris Central School, who will be 
going on the trip include: 8th grader Hannah Tilley and her 
mom Kim; 9th graders Ashley Harrington, Ben Child, Jacob 
Walling, Liz Thompson and Renate Carrabba. 

—Mrs. Joanne Telfer, Spanish

New Officers
Congratulations to our new Spanish Club and Spanish 

National Honor Society Officers. For our 2016-2017 school 
year, we have newly elected officers for the Spanish Club 
and the Spanish National Honor Society. The officers are 
as follows.
Spanish Club

President—Jennifer Colburn, Vice-President—Matt 
Harrington, Secretary—Nancy Yaeger, Treasurer—
Deirdre Brett
Spanish National Honor Society

President—Jake Walling, Vice President—Adam 
Rutherford, Secretary—David Dugan, Treasurer—
Anthony Schoentube.

Felicitaciones to all of our new leaders!
—Mrs. Telfer, Spanish

Spanish National Honor Society 
Enjoys Lunch at Fiesta Grill

On Wednesday, June 8, 
the members of the Spanish 
Nat ional  Honor Societ y 
applauded themselves and 
treated themselves to lunch 
at the Mexican Fiesta Grill 
in Oneonta, owned by the 
family of our own Mr. Garcia. 
“Lunch was great ,” said 
Ashley Harrington, a first 
year member of the Society. 

 These students are the cream of the crop in Spanish 
at MCS, having achieved a 90 or above average for six 
consecutive quarters. Felicitaciones, chicos!

—Mrs. Telfer, Spanish
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Spanish Students Excel  
on National Spanish Exam

Morris Central School uses the National Spanish 
Exam for our yearly assessments. This test takes the 
place of the Proficiency and Regents Exam for our 
students, and acts as the indicator for my APPR. The 
tests are difficult and very rigorous, but this year, our 
kids did great!
Awards are given for students in four categories: 

Honorable Mention—this is for students who rate 
in the 50-65th percentile, meaning that they did better 
than 50-65 percent of all students in the country taking 
this test.

Bronze Award—this is for students who rate in 
the 65-85 percentile, meaning that they did better than 
65-85 percent of students in the country taking this test.

Silver Award—this is for students who rate in the 
85-95 percentile, meaning that they did better than 
85-90 percent of the students in the country taking 
the test.

Gold Award—this is for students who rate in the 
95+ percentile, meaning they did better than 95 percent 
of the students in the country taking the test.

It is important to note that these tests are very dif-
ficult. And, due to the fact that they are given in late 
March, our students are at a bit of a disadvantage in 
that they still have many weeks of school left, whereas 
other parts of the country are winding down their 
school year. However, our kids arose to the occasion, 
did their best, and as their Spanish Teacher, I could not 
be more proud of all of my students.
And the winners are . . . 

Spanish I Honorable Mention: Mollie Dugan, 
Kassie Downie, Sheidan Parker, Skyler Payne, 
Hannah Tilley, Morgan Valentine

Spanish II Honorable Mention: Ben Child, Hannah 
Rearick, Brandon Richards, Jacob Walling

Spanish III Honorable Mention: Robert Child 
I say Felicitaciones to all of my students who worked 

so hard this year in Spanish Class, and particularly 
to those who received awards from the American 
Association of Teachers of Spanish and Portuguese, 
the sponsor of the National Spanish Exam.

—Mrs. Telfer, Spanish

National 
Spanish  

Exam Level

Total number 
of tests given 
nationwide

Total number of 
students at MCS 
taking the Test

Total number of  
MCS Students 

receiving awards
Spanish I 37,108 23 6 Honorable Mention
Spanish II 38,551 23 4 Honorable Mention
Spanish III 29,727 13 1 Honorable Mention

A.

B.

C.

D.

A.—Kassie Downie, Mollie Dugan,  
Morgan Valentine and Sheridan Parker

B.—Hannah, Brandon, Ben and Jacob

C.—Skyler Payne and Hannah Tilley

D.—Robert Child
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Speller No. 159, Mollie Dugan
Mollie Dugan did it 

again. Af ter winning 
MCS’ spelling bee, she 
went on to win the bee 
in Oneonta. It was one of 
the toughest spelling bees 
in many years, but she 
earned the opportunity 
to represent Morris at the 
Scripps National Spelling 
Bee in Washington, DC, 
again. Mollie’s family 

was able to experience the Spelling Bee with her. 
Online, Mollie’s profile read as follows: “This is 

Mollie’s second year representing her region in the Scripps 
National Spelling Bee (she competed in 2015). Each of 
the Webster’s Third New International Dictionaries she 
won at her regional bee have been given names. Last 
year’s dictionary is called “Philip,” and this year’s dic-
tionary has been affectionately named “Bentley.” Mollie 
is very involved in her school and community, and she 
is a member of her junior high chorus, junior high band, 
All-County Chorus and All-County Band. She plays the 
clarinet, piano, harp and oboe. Mollie also plays soccer and 
basketball, runs track, and loves skiing and scuba diving. 
At school she is a member of the student council, Spanish 
Club and National Junior Honor Society. Mollie’s mother 
Mary Jantzi Dugan, competed in the Scripps National 
Spelling Bee in 1985.”

Mrs. Mary Dugan said that Mollie’s goal after compet-
ing last year, “was to return to Nationals, as a back-to-back 
regional champ.” She did. “Her second goal was to perfect 
oral spelling. She did that as well,” she continued. The 
competition in DC was fierce and interesting, and “even 
though she is not the National champ, none of the knowl-
edge she has gained over the past two years is wasted. 
The countless hours of studying in addition to all her 
other activities was exhausting at times, but both mother 
and daughter learned so much and are blessed to have 
spent so much time together in the process” said Mollie’s 
mom, Mary. Mrs. Dugan hopes that Mollie “can inspire 
other youth to pick a dream and pursue it to the best of 
their abilities.”

Not only does the National Spelling Bee ask its competitors 
to spell words on stage, but they must also take grueling tests. 
If you are curious about the written exam, here is a sample of 
the spelling of vocabulary. Mollie gave correct answers for both 
of these questions, so you will have to ask her what the correct 
answer is the next time you see her: 

Spelling: A boned double loin of pork that is rolled, mild-
cured, slightly smoked and pressed into a casing. (German)

a. lachsschinken
b. lacchshinken
c. lauchsschinken
d. lackschincken
e. loxschinken
Vocab: Something that is Damoclean:
a. is extremely active
b. raises false hopes
c. mesmerizes or stuns
d. involves imminent danger

Congratulations!Excellent Job!
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Yearbook 
“There are none left!” Do not wait until June to order your 

yearbook if you Do not want to hear this response. October 
is when yearbooks will go on sale. Look for the f lyers or go 
online to order with a credit card. Last year there were very 
few yearbooks left over, so Do not miss out. 

This year, all the picture days are listed on the school 
calendar online. Check it each month to see for what students 
will need to prepare. We, of course, will still send home the 
appropriate paperwork when the time comes for each event.

When our school’s new webpage is finished, we will have 
a new yearbook department tab. On this page, you will be 
able to see and do the following:
• Upload pictures for yearbook and/or newsletter use
• Order yearbooks 
• Purchase a business ad
• Purchase a PDA (Parental Display of Affection) ad
• See who our yearbook advertisers are
• Access to the telephone numbers, websites or emails for 

those advertisers 
• View what books and the number of books we have 

available for purchase from past years 
• Contact the yearbook advisor
• Find information about picture days and other fundraisers
• Find links to local photographs
• Read and print information that applies to seniors and 

their senior year yearbook deadlines and requirements
• Gain access to Year—online, a place to see actual 

photographs taken by staffers that may go into the 
yearbook this year. 

• Access the yearbook through ReplayIt’s Facebook 
interface.

Feel free to explore the page when it is finished. Please 
be patient as at the moment the page is brand new and under 
construction. If anyone has questions, please feel free to 
contact Mrs. Waffle, the advisor, or yearbook staff member. 

Finally, we know many of you attend sporting events 
and other school-related activities. Please send us your best 
pictures! You may email several at a time to Mrs. Waffle at 
jwaff le@morriscsd.org or you can upload many at a time 
to the Yearbook Avenue Website. 

To access the yearbook avenue site, refer to the yearbook 
webpage described above or go directly to http://www.
replayit.com/r/register/. The password is morris1. Happy 
uploading. Do not forget to include a brief summary of what 
the photos are about.

—Ms. Waffle, ELA

Senior Switch Day 
Every year seniors have the opportunity to pick a 

teacher to switch with for the day. During this day, teach-
ers delegate some tasks to students and some students even 
teach whole lessons. Maeve Kranbuhl, who switched with  
Mr. Palmer, taught a lesson on probability to the Geometry 
class. Nicole Madero swapped with Mrs. Ernst for the day 
and said, “Senior Switch Day was a great opportunity for 
me because I want to go into music education. Switching 
with Mrs. Ernst was really fun and helped me get a better 
idea about teaching.”

Senior Switch Day is also a fun activity for teachers.  
Mrs. Waffle says she enjoys it because “We get to share 
something we are passionate about with our students.” 
Overall, it is a really fun end-of-the-year activity for both 
students and teachers and we appreciate being able to par-
take in this event! 

—Isabella Funk, Senior

National Honor Society 
Cooked breakfast for 

faculty and staff for teacher 
appreciation day last spring.  

The breakfast was both 
delicious and nutritious. 

Thank you!

Breakfast is Served
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Linda Sue Park: Water for Sudan and Stop the Stupid
Can you imagine not having clean water? Can you imag-

ine having to walk eight miles to and from water twice a day 
as seven-year-old girl? Can you imagine losing your family 
and having to walk hundreds of miles in search of them and 
safety? Did you know that thousands of people die every 
day because they do not have clean water to drink? Linda 
Sue Park’s book, A Long Walk to Water (one of Morris’ 
Uncommon Community Read books this year) gives readers 
a glimpse of what lives like that would look like.

In May, Linda Sue Park spoke to our middle school and 
some of our high school students via a web cast. Ms. Park, 
author of many different genres of novels for all sorts of 
age levels, told students about herself and how she met the 
inspirational main character in her book, A Long Walk to 
Water, Slava Dut. Her husband, who is a journalist, came 
home from work one day and told her she just had to meet 
this man with such an interesting and inspiring life story. 
When Ms. Park finally did meet Mr. Dut and heard him 
tell his tale of survival and hope, she obsessed over Dut’s 
story; it went on automatic replay in her mind. She thought 
of him and his story so often that she uncharacteristically 
told everyone, even strangers in grocery store lines, about 
him. However, it took her two years to realize she needed to 
write his story because she had never written about a place 
she had never been.

The book tells the true story of a Salva Dut, a lost boy, a 
child refugee displaced from his family during civil unrest 
in the Sudan in the mid 1980’s. It also tells the story of Nya, 
an eight-year-old girl in South Sudan who had to walk two 
miles to and from water twice a day in 2008. The story 
emphasizes the danger of these watering holes and how 
dangerous the South Sudan was. Besides trying to search 
for his family and looking for a safe place to stay, Dut was 
also attacked by rebel forces and had to survive in the wilds 
of Africa where killer lions and crocodiles roamed free.  
It is an inspiration and moving story that emphasizes the 
need for peace and clean water in this area of the world. 

Salva was one of the lucky lost boys who was adopted 
by a family in the U.S. (Rochester). However, he always 
felt his country and those who were not as lucky as he call-
ing him back. As an adult, he returned with a few other of 
his lost boy friends in the U.S. to help his countrymen live 
better lives. Because of her book and Salva Dut’s dedication 
to helping his country by creating his program Water for 
Sudan, a program that builds wells in the South Sudan in 
remote villages, they have saved and changed many lives. 
According to Water for South Sudan, the organization has 
drilled 257 wells in South Sudan as of May 2015. Clean water 
is not where his work ends though. Because of clean water 
and water close to home, there are so many other good things 
that come because of it. Better health, more productive work, 

and clean water close to home, means girls, the traditional 
collectors of water, can attend school because they do not 
need to carry water for families for hours a day. In addition 
to increased educations, Salva also advocates against the 
violence of revenge between competing tribes; he is helping 
promote healing and peace and forgiveness. If you would 
like to know more about Water for South Sudan, visit the 
following webpage: http://www.waterforsouthsudan.org/. 

Linda Sue Park gave one last piece of advice to our stu-
dents in her epilogue to her speech. She enjoined all students 
to “Stop the stupid!” She explained that slogan with the 
scientific studies that show reading lights up more parts and 
exercises more parts of your brain than any other activity 
you will ever do in your life. She said although video games 
can be good, they only light up tiny parts of your brain and 
so if we keep going as a society staring at this screen or that 
screen all day long, we will all be come stupid. She pleaded 
with our students to “stop the stupid” from taking over the 
world and charged us with responsibility of our future; we 
should exercise our brains by reading, reading, and reading 
more so we do not devolve as a human race. 

—Mrs. Waffle, ELA

A Long Walk to Water
This May, we got to watch a live webcast of Linda Sue 

Park, the author of A Long Walk to Water. We read this 
book for The Uncommon Community Read (TUCCR 
program). We thought it was pretty interesting to hear 
how she wrote it and how many times she had to rewrite 
this book. She also told us that all her other books were 
based on true stories and that she had to go to each place 
the story happened and took place.

 Although in this book she did not have the chance 
to go to the Sudan, luckily her husband (a journalist) 
did, and she made him take lots of notes, pictures and 
videos for her new and upcoming book. She told us to 
read many books over the summer and her big quote 
was “Read . . . stop the stupid.”

—Mackenzie Graves, 6th Grade
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Academic Fair
This year’s theme for the academic fair was History, 

Literacy and 21st Century Skills. Among some of the proj-
ects at the fair were Rube Goldberg machines set up by  
Ms. Berger’s science class. Matthew Wendler made a simple 
machine. He said his “favorite part about working on it was 
working with [his] dad.” Baylie Boglioli said, “The Rube 
Goldberg simple machine project was very fun, but it was 
also frustrating. It was interesting to see how my classmates 
made their machines work. Everyone’s projects were very 
unique and most were successful. I can only imagine how 
many trials and errors occurred to get the machines to work.” 
Brandon Card thought they were “Fun and hard. Once you 
got the blueprints, it was a straight path to success.” Elese 
Southard said, “Although they are called simple machines, 
they are not so simple. It takes a lot of hard work and effort 
to get them to work.” Daphne Fraser said “I thought it was 
a difficult project, but it was worth it.”

Two students were brave enough to stand on a mini stage 
and give a speech and deliver two poems in front of the whole 
gym. Sophomore Hannah Rearick read her speech about 
dank memes, called I Have a Meme; it was full of amusing 
allusions to famous speeches. Michael Merchant, a Junior, 
read two poems, entitled, The Inevitability and Indigo; they 
were full of imagery and emotion.

Seniors Liana Garry and Abby Gregory, and Junior Joe 
Card were seen taking photos, collecting quotations, and 
working on the last unfinished page of the 2016 yearbook 
supplement—the academic fair page. 

In addition Mrs. Waffle’s altered art poetry books made 
another year’s appearance as well as the sophomore and 
juniors’ independent reading projects. 

Mrs. Stephens, an elementary art teacher, had her hand 
in many projects presented that night, including a beauti-
ful display of student-selected art in the cafeteria hallway. 

Mr. Packard’s room hosted the Techno Palooza which 
featured student work consisting of Up cycles and robotic 
demos, Manufacturing activities, tables, DDP activities, 
samples of environmentally friendly fast food containers 
and most of all a place to gather for sharing design ideas. 
In depth conversation about student designs were discussed 
during the evening.

Mrs. Mackey’s sixth graders showed off their knowledge 
about Washington, DC, using their iPad technology. Fifth 
graders created funny and informational PowerPoints about 
ancient inventions. They presented their research on their 
iPads. The walls were decorated and tables overf lowing 
with other elementary projects about countries and all sorts, 
and social studies students showed off their independent 
studies, some studies included the Salem Witch Trials and 
Native Americans. 

—Mrs. Waffle, ELA

Michael Merchant

Hannah Rearick

Anthony Morano

Jack Knapp
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Arts in Education News

We were very fortunate to have the TheatreWorksUSA 
troupe of actors visit our school on June 2, when they 
performed The Lightning Thief to students in grades 1-7.  
They were wonderful—singing and dancing and performing 
their original musical version of the Percy Jackson book. 
The performance was facilitated by the DCMO BOCES Arts 
in Education program, and has been described as “a loud, 
funny, fast-paced, wonderfully imaginative musical . . . a 
true family-pleaser.” Our students agreed: Kayla Hoffman 
thought that it was “awesome,” and Jonathan Child thought 
that it was “as good as the book.” Zandra Aliya liked how 
“they played so many characters with only themselves,” 
and Evelyn Burke liked the songs. According to Joshua 
Benjamin, “the production of the show was absolutely 
astonishing!” and Lincoln Waffle added that the “actors 
were astounding!” Jeffrey Bourgeois thought that it was 
“amazing and funny,” and Mackenzie Graves thought that 
it was “very accurate.” Alex Page enjoyed seeing a “dif-
ferent version of the book,” and Jack Knapp added that 
the “actors showed a lot of emotion—they were terrific 
actors!” Everyone loved the singing and dancing, and the 
Faun, Centaur and Minotaur characters. A fantastic time 
was had by all! 

—Mrs. Kirsch, Library Media Specialist

The Lord of the Flies
For about two week this spring Mrs. Waffle’s tenth grade 

English classes read William Golding’s The Lord of the Flies. 
It explores the darker side of humanity. With the threat of 
WWIII looming above them, a group of young British boys, 
aged six to twelve, are shipped off to safety and find them-
selves stranded on an uninhabited island in the middle of the 
Pacific. As the boys try to keep order amongst themselves, 
they are faced with a battle against their own nature. 

As we read this book, we have engaged in a few 
philosophical debates, examining the motivations of the 
characters in the book.

Students have enjoyed this story immensely. Montana 
Tyler said, “For an old book, it is a great read!” She also 
said that she relates to one of the main characters, Piggy, 
“on a spiritual level.” Adam Rutherford and David Dugan 
both said, “This is the first book I have actually liked in a 
long time.” 

At the end of the unit we created our final projects.  
As always we had a free reign to choose a topic of our 
choice, but most of us chose to make replicas of the island 
the boys were on which included a piece of writing as well.  
Some students opted to instead draw a scene that includes 
writing as well or write a similar story. Three students chose 
to create a symbol from the book and write about it, Kaleigh 
Spenser made the signal fire, Rebekka Oliver made the 
glasses and Tanner Sutliff created the ever important conch 
shell. Robert Child wrote a sensational essay about the 
allusions to the Bible that appear in the novel. 

All in all, it was a very fun unit and I hope that next 
year’s tenth grade English class enjoys the book as much 
as we have.

—Hannah Rearick, Sophomore

It Is not Horton Hatching Eggs
This year at Unadilla Valley in the agriculture program 

they did their annual egg hatching. This year was a little 
different as Morris student Senior Abigail Gregory brought 
in her own eggs from her family farm, in hopes that she 
could hatch out some of them. Every year when the school 
hatches out the eggs one of the students gets to apply to take 
them home but they must bring them back for the school 
fair on June 3 where the students have to exhibit their new 
pets and talk about the breeds, where they originated, and 
answer basic care questions.

The annual egg hatching has been an ongoing study for 
about eight years. The AG classes that are in charge of the 
eggs take care of them during the incubation period which 
includes putting water in the incubator, turning the eggs, 
putting them into the brooder, and opening them and analyz-
ing the eggs that did not hatch.

—Abby Gregory, Senior

Thank You 
TheatreWorksUSA!
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Book Review
It’s Kind of a Funny Story by Ned Vizzini

In the 2006 novel by Ned Vizzini, Craig Gilner, 15, lives 
in an upper class Brooklyn neighborhood. Attending the 
prestigious Executive Pre-Professional High School that he 
had spent a burdensome amount of time studying for, Craig 
soon becomes heavily overwhelmed by the academic pres-
sure. His stress eventually grows into something he calls the 
“Fake Shift.” He becomes elated, sensing that the medicine 
“brought him back to his old self” and made him “feel like 
there was a buoy keeping him upright when he got bad” (114). 
Craig neglects the fact that he is ran out of his medicine, and 
neglects to take any more or tell his doctor. He thinks he is 
okay and that he is just needing some time to adjust to his 
new school, and he realizes that the “lack of weight in his 
head” is his first experience with a “Fake Shift” because 
two months later he was “back in his bathroom, bowing to 
the toilet in the dark” (122) which prompts his admission 
into the psychiatric hospital. He plans to commit suicide by 
jumping off the Brooklyn Bridge.

In the hospital, Craig meets a bunch of different people 
like Bobby, Humble, Muqtada and Noelle. These people he 
meets all have a different story with different contents inside, 
and Craig makes many great discoveries. The most obvious 
solution to Craig’s problem does not occur to him until the 
end, but that is entirely plausible, as it is his entanglement 
in the responsibility of meeting expectations that has made 
him lose sight of other options. 

This is an important book, not only because it will help 
teenagers recognize unhealthy expectations and know there 
are alternative choices, but also because it could enlighten 
adults who recognize their kids are going crazy. I highly 
recommend this book!

—Emily Sellers, Junior

11th Grade is Lighting Up  
the Academic Fair

The 11th grade English class recently undertook a poetry 
unit in which they read pieces from a large collection of 
authors, from Shakespeare and Langston Hughes to Emily 
Dickinson and Billy Collins. They then had to write their 
own poetry, producing colorful works, some of which will 
be submitted to LEAF’s 6th Annual art and poetry contest, 
entitled True Colors this year. Several years ago Morris student 
Jennifer Hoffman won the grand prize of $500 in that contest.

This year Juniors found the unit enjoyable and appreci-
ated the efforts made by classmate poets in their endeavors 
to express their emotions through the written word. Gillian 
Boyer-Lee said, “When you first think about writing poetry, 
you think it is really hard, but once you actually start, it is not.” 

Allison Lasher enjoyed reading the poems, but not creat-
ing her own. She said, “It is interesting to see what people 
put into their poetry and seeing other people’s imaginations.”

Javin Webster said, “I liked creating my own poetry, and 
how you have to be imaginative in order to succeed.”

The final project of this unit was to turn hard covered books 
into works of art relating to their poems. Their handiwork was 
displayed at the Academic Fair on May 17. Many of them were 
also featured in our school’s Mostly Clever Stuff, a publication 
that celebrates our talented students writing and art.

—Hannah Rearick, Sophomore

A Letter of Thanks
Dear MCS Co-Workers and My Dear Friends,

Thank you so much for all of your praise and wonder-
ful support over the first grade play. You do not know how 
much that means to me. I am so happy that our adorable 
students could portray the message of the book entitled 
The Large Rock and The Little Yew by Gregory Ahlijian, 
a short-story about being against all odds and not having a 
chance in the world. True heart and conviction win out in 
the end. I first read the book while visiting my daughter and 
friends in Oregon last August. It was on my friend’s coffee 
table. Turns out the author is really a counselor at the Jasper 
Mountain Center (OR) for severely emotionally disturbed 
children. The proceeds (mucho dinero) from the sales of  
Mr. Ahlijian’s book go directly to the center. They have 
been able to build a recreational facility for the children!  
(Hey, that is what counselors do!)

The author was beyond intrigued by how a New York first 
grade class: 1. found his book; and 2. would do a play based 
on its 40 pages (Hey, we are teachers, it is what we do, lol!).

He sent our first grade class a copy of his new book, An 
Elephant Would Be Wonderful and he autographed it! Now 
the really COOL thing is I met him face-to-face over spring 
break in Oregon. He received a printed copy of our play, the 
play program, and a DVD of the play, plus letters from our 
first graders. Very cool, right?

—Amy Robertson, First Grade Teacher

Tri-Valley Girls Track Champions
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Comunity Reading Program
The TUCCR Program is our school’s Community Reading 

Program. We are very excited to start our second program 
year. We would like to invite all faculty, staff, students and 
community members to participate by reading any or all of 
the community reads this year. 

This year’s topic is acceptance. Our theme is We are all 
human.

Throughout the year, there will be activities that will deal 
with the novels and stories pertaining to this topic/theme. 
Most of the stories we will be exploring this year deal with 
The Holocaust.

Spread the word! Pick up a copy of the book(s) and join 
us! Enjoy!
 Grades PK-4: The Butterf ly by Patricia Polacco and  

The Terrible Things by Eve Bunting
 Grades 5-6: Milkweed by Jerry Spinelli
 Grades 7-8:  The Boy in the Striped Pajamas  

by John Boyne
 Grades 9:  TBA
 Grades 10-11:  Night by Elie Wiesel
 Grade 12:  The Book Thief by Markus Zusak

Last year we won a 5-2-1-0 grant from Bassett that 
allowed the purchase of these books. We will be giving many 
students in the high school their books to keep. In addition, 
the 5-6 grades will be partnering with PARP to give some 
of their books to students as well. 

In addition, we are planning on some exciting events that 
deal with our theme—we cannot wait to let everyone know 
what those events are! 

One way MCS’s TUCCR Program is self-funding is by 
hosting a Color Run. Last year’s Color Run was a great 
success! This coming school year, we have planned another 
run planned for the spring. Please reserve your calendars 
now so you can participate in the run! Invite your friends! 

 —Mrs. Waffle, ELA

Safety Patrol Trip to Washington, DC

There were 200 students from Morris and 10 neighboring 
schools who visited Washington, DC this May as part of The 
Safety Patrol Program . . . six buses worth of students—
WOW!

During the day we visited museums and at night we 
visited the monuments. We also went to Ford Theater and 
the National Zoo. We spent our last night in Philadelphia at 
the Franklin Institute. We went to Independence Hall and 
took a walking tour of Philadelphia. Kayleigh Hoyt said, “It 
was very fun! I enjoyed the John F. Kennedy eternal f lame.” 
Landen Tyler said, “It was an amazing experience! I got to 
see the tigers at the zoo!” Alex Page added, “It is something 
I will never forget and will remember for the rest of my life.” 
Skylar Feather said, “It was very inspiring, especially the 
Martin Luther King, Jr. Memorial!”

—Mrs. Mackey, Sixth Grade

Kaleigh Hoyt, Lainey Fraser, and Ella Moore 
volunteered last spring to help in the  

concession stand at a Morris Recreation  
Youth Baseball game.
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A Splash of Fun: Color Run

On May 14, under the threat of rain, the sun broke through 
and stayed for the whole day, much to the relief of all the 
organizers and runners and walkers of the first annual 
TUCCR/5-2-1-0 Program Color Run. 

With over 130 registered runners and walkers, the event 
kicked off with a Zumba warm up with Zoe Curtis, a former 
MCS graduate. After the warm up, runners and walkers 
lined up at the starting line which was drawn in colorful 
chalk by student volunteers and decorated with giant street 
cones and blue and silver banners. The run went off without 
a hitch at 10:00 a.m. 

The three-mile route started at the entrance to Spring 
Street at the end of the school parking lot and proceeded 
around the Morris recreation baseball field and across the 
recreation soccer fields. Then it progressed up Meadow Lane 
and toward the Quickway, down Main Street, Mill Street, 
through the parking lot of Morris Tent Rentals and the town 
barns then it looped toward Main again via Lake Street and 
back the way the runners started to the school parking lot. 
There were three color stations that sprayed colored water 
on the runners five times en route to the finish.

So many people ventured out of doors to watch the run-
ners and walkers on their route around town. Senior Morgan 
Flint was especially impressed by community members 
Anna Meyer and Kathy Foto because they were cheering 
and taking hundreds of pictures (which were later posted on 
Facebook) and pumping the music for everyone passing by 
to keep them psyched to keep going. Folks on Lake Street 
and Meadow Lane waved as runners/walkers passed; it was 
easy to see the community support!

The finish line was lined with volunteers and eventually 
all the runners and walkers who finished the race. As people 
finished, they ran through a crepe paper finish line and were 
able to bop to the music pumped out by volunteer DJ Johnny 
G. while they waited for the rest of the participants. 

Junior Meghan Barringer’s friend Tyler LaVergne from 
Harpersville, was the first young adult to finish the race. 
Tom Connolly (an in-law to the Waffle family), of Albany, 
was the first adult to finish. Michael Iannelli and Levi 
Waffle were the first children to finish the race. Everyone 
had so much fun and the support for each other on the course 
was awesome. 

After everyone was finished, and people picked up their 
children from the free babysitting and took photobooth 
pictures, everyone gathered on the edge of the main soccer 
field to celebrate with a group picture full of color. On three, 
everyone f lung their open color powder packets into the air 
for a rainbow of fun and color. 

The money raised will be used to support the TUCCR 
Program. With grant money won from Bassett’s 5-2-1-0 
Program and the profits of this race, the program can afford 
to buy books for every student in school, grades 5-12, and 
hopefully PK-4. There were many generous community sup-
porters to this cause as well: Morris Tent Rental, Hannaford 
Supermarkets, Stewart’s Shoppe, Colonial Ridge Golf, 
Chobani, Zoe Curtis, DJ Johnny G., Community Bank, 
Miller Financial Services and New York Central Mutual.  
In addition, the day would not have been as successful as 
it was without the generous help of the many volunteers: 
Morris Emergency squad and Fire Department, Morris 
Town road crew, Morris Central School faculty, staff, and 
student volunteers, Mr. Sheldon, The Booster Club, Dairy 
Princesses, Mr. Brooks (RN), Alison Aikins, Mary Dugan, 
Lydia Palmer, and the MCS Student Council volunteers. 
Mrs. Waffle said, “I was so thankful for the school and com-
munity help. The town went above and beyond by actually 
dropping cones to mark the route for me before the race and 
they manned street crossing areas; the fire department and 
emergency squad helped a lot too—they helped with cross-
ing streets and the EMS actually followed the race with the 
ambulance in case of an emergency. Everyone seemed to 
have fun, and there was so much help from every direction 
from people wishing the event success that it was quite 
overwhelming.”

Mr. Sheldon, Superintendent, said, “I was extremely 
impressed with the success of the color run. Not only was it 
a great way to bring the community together for a common 
cause, but it really helped raise funds for our community 
reading program. I want to thank everyone who helped orga-
nize the event, especially Julene Waffle who put in so much 
work to ensure that it was a success. I also want to thank the 
many student volunteers who helped with it.”

Michelle Burke, an MCS parent, said, “I have been tell-
ing everybody at work that this is one of the reasons I love 
Morris—for such a small community, there is so much to do 
and so many involved community members and parents!”

Mr. Ritter who held hands with his wife, Heidi, the whole 
race, said it best when he proclaimed, “You just cannot miss 
events like this in the community. They are important. It is 
a good cause and it is a lot of fun. Count us in for next year! 
Hopefully, even more people will be involved next year.  
I hope people who ran and walked this year will spread the 
word and get more people to join next year; it will be great!”

—Mrs. Waffle, ELA 
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Julene Waff le and Neil Miller



26

Varsity Baseball Volunteers Again
In May, the Boys Varsity Baseball team vol-

unteered a few hours on a Saturday to work with 
the future of the MCS baseball program. Morris 
Recreation baseball teams from the Minor and Major 
Levels joined Mr. Harmer and the varsity players 
to learn and practice some of the fundamentals of 
the game. 
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Keeping Track
This year was a record-breaking year for the GMU-

Morris Track Team. Sophia Garry broke the school record 
in the 200m, Deirdre Brett broke the school record in the 
1500m, Bridget Walker broke the school record in the 
400m, and Ethan Koch broke the school record in the 400H. 
Brandon Richards ran below five minutes for his mile, as 
a freshman. Tanner Sutliff reached the provisional state 
qualifying time for the steeplechase. Rebecca Rutte beat 
her own personal record in the 800m. Rachael King beat her 
personal record in the 3000m. As a team, the girls won Tri-
Valley Championship. At Sectionals (Class D meet), Deirdre 
Brett took second in the 1500m, Kathryn Hawkins took 
second in the shot put, Vasiliki Drapaniotis took second 
in the 800m, and the 4x400m relay team, Shianne Hamm, 
Bridget Walker, Vasiliki Drapaniotis and Madolin Lull 
won sectionals. All these individuals automatically quali-
fied for the State Qualifying Meet. In addition to Deirdre, 
Kathryn, Vasiliki, Shianne, Bridget, and Madolin, Sophia 
Garry also went to State Qualifiers as an alternate for the 
4x400m relay. 

The Track and Field team worked very hard this whole 
season and reached tremendous goals, both individually and 
as a team. Each athlete showed dedication, heart, competi-
tiveness, and the ability to work hard.

—Ms. Reilly, Math

Running for Miles and Miles
This spring, the 3-6 grade 

PE students participated in 
a program called Feel Good 
Mileage Club. Students ran/
walked during PE classes to 
earn toe tokens which were 
worn on necklaces. The 3rd 
graders ran/walked 378 miles; 
the 4th graders 520 miles; the 
5th graders 868 miles; the 
6th graders 266 miles. That is  
a grand total of 2,032 miles 
completed! 

Twelve students ran 30 or 
more miles. They include: 
Sawyer King (30 miles), Levi 

Waffle (30 miles) Amber Reilly (30 miles), Jonathan Child 
(32 miles), Cirran Gorman (32 miles), Maiya King (32 
miles), Jason Strain (32 miles), JJ Benjamin (34 miles), 
Ethan Franklin (36 miles), Keegan Leboffe (36 miles), 
Carissa Richards (38 miles), and Hannah Wist (38 miles). 

Congratulations to all students on their running and fit-
ness accomplishments. I am very proud of all of you! Have 
an active summer!

—Mrs. Deysenroth, PE

Ride on the Wild Side
Senior Wyatt Hoffman rides a LTR 450, which is a quad. 

He raced at Motocross Nationals and this spring; I went to 
Texas and Alabama with him to watch him race motocross. 

We traveled to Nationals in Kemp, Texas, and competed 
on April 9. The trip down to Texas was not that bad. Wyatt 
and Ron, our trip organizer, sat up front in the tractor trailer 
and I was back in the toter where I did a lot of sleeping 
during the 32-hour trip. 

When we finally arrived in Texas at the races, it was so 
nice outside. I was able to meet and deal with a lot of different 
people than who we are usually used to being around every 
day. What I thought was cool about the trip was talking to 
people with many different accents. 

At the Nationals Wyatt practiced on Friday and raced 
on Saturday and Sunday. Wyatt did very well at practice 
on Friday and was doing really well in both of his races on 
Saturday until a piece broke on his four-wheeler (thank good-
ness, it was an easy fix and no one was hurt). On Sunday, his 
first class race he was doing well. He was in fourth for the 
first two laps of the race and then suddenly wrecked right 
before the finish line. His wreck was a bad wreck; he fell off 

and was ran over by another racer. Wyatt was unconscious 
for an hour and did not know where he was. He thought he 
was in Florida. Few hours after he wrecked, he could barely 
move because he was in so much pain. This was the worst 
Wyatt had ever wrecked, but in the end he still stood up all 
by himself and looked around the track smiling, asking if 
anyone got it on video to see if it was cool to watch. Wyatt 
is one of the strongest people I know. 

Alabama was another National race and it was really 
hot the whole weekend. I felt like I was going to melt. The 
humidity there was so bad it was hard to breath. Wyatt 
practiced on Friday, June 3, (which was his birthday) and 
then he raced on Saturday, June 4. He earned 7th place in 
the College-aged Boys’ race, and he placed 4th in the Open 
B race. On Sunday, June 5 the races were cancelled because 
it was down pouring and the track was like a pond. So we 
packed up everything and went to leave. It was not easy to 
leave though because the tractor trailer got stuck in the mud, 
so we had to wait for a bulldozer to come pull us out, but 
soon enough we were on our way home. Overall, our trips 
to Texas and Alabama were good! I had fun.

—Tayler Fish, Sophomore
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The NYSSMA Experience 
NYSSMA stands for New York State School Music 

Association. NYSSMA is held at Norwich High School 
each spring. This program is to evaluate student musicians. 
Students can choose from levels 1 through 6 for vocal or 
instrumental solos, duets, and groups. Students must first 
choose their level, then the song, and then polish the song 
for judges to hear. Solos not only contain the piece of music 
that students have prepared, but, students also play scales 
for instrumental solos and are given a minute to sight read 
a piece of music. Some instruments, such as guitar, require 
improvised playing. NYSSMA solos are often used to earn 
a spot in Area  All-State or All-State festivals. After all solos 
are performed, judges take the highest scoring students into 
choirs in bands. Students often prepare months in advance 
for their upcoming solos. 

Most students from Morris participated in NYSSMA on 
Saturday, May 14 this year. At the festival, there are warm 
up rooms for students to prepare their solos. There is a 
vocal/strings room, an instrumental room, and a piano room. 
When the designated time arrives for a student’s solo, he or 
she heads to his or her assigned room and wait to be called 
in by the judge. Each room has a separate judge contain-
ing harder judges for the higher levels. After the process 
has finished and the jitters go away, students head back to 
the warm up rooms or lobby and wait to hear their scores.  
This year, Morris students received excellent scores.

—Nicole Madero, Senior

Making Music: Spring Concerts
The spring concert was full of talent and style. The 

Concert Band was comprised of both Senior and Junior 
Bands, and together they performed wonderfully. The Senior 
and Junior Choruses both sang very well as well. Everyone 
at the concert enjoyed the pieces that the band and chorus 
performed. “Everyone practiced really hard and everything 
paid off in the end with a wonderful concert,” said Kyle 
Martin, Freshman.

—Joe Card, Junior

Binghamton Mets
The Morris Central School Athletic Club sponsored 

an incentive trip for Junior and Senior athletes who have 
played two or more sports and have not been on the 5-week 
failing list this year. We attended a Binghamton Mets 
game on Thursday, May 26. The game ticket and food 
were paid for by the Athletic Club.  

—Mr. Iannelli, PE

Mrs. Chicorelli con-
gratulates Morris 

student Cody Fink, 
the recipient of 

the 2016 Ron Hull 
Award of Pathfinder 
Village. This award 
is given to one stu-

dent annually who is 
hardworking and has 

a positive attitude. 
Cody is a Morris 
Student who has 

attended Pathfinder 
for the past two 

years. Candice Roe, 
another Morris stu-
dent won the APE 

award for hard work, 
positive attitude and 
improvement shown 

in physical education 
class and activities. 

Congratulations, Cody Fink!

College for Every Student Activity
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Tour de Whitbeck
O n Ju ne  12 , 

Isaac Whitbeck 
a n d  M i c h a e l 
W h i t b e c k ,  h i s 
father, raced 101.4 
miles on their bikes. 
Isaac Whitbeck fin-
ished just over five 
hours and Michael 
Whitbeck finished 
in just over 8 hours. 
They raised over 

$600 for the American Diabetes Association between the 
two of them in preparation for this race. In addition, Isaac 
Whitbeck represented CNYC, NYCM, Central NY and 
Morris on June 19 at a race in Watkins Glen. There were 
about 65 or 70 in his class.

Even though he is only 16 years old, he chose to run in the 
men’s class category 4/5 this year with underage gear restric-
tions. This race was the last step to qualify for an intense 
training camp later this summer. Happy practicing, Isaac!

—Mrs. Waffle, ELA

Moving Up Day CelebrationsAn Electrifying Experience:  
Fourth Grade NYSEG Trip

On June 10, the fourth grade went on a field trip to 
NYSEG in Oneonta to watch a demonstration about Power 
Safety. Students learned so much about staying safe around 
electricity, and it was fun! The linemen demonstrated what 
they do every day to stay safe when working with electricity.  
They have special clothing they wear and they must test 
their rubber gloves for holes every single day! The linemen 
had poles and wires set up inside and demonstrated what 
happens when tree branches, wood, rubber and metal touch 
live power lines.

Students learned firsthand what a great conductor water 
is and what a good insulator rubber is. At the end of the 
demonstration the linemen chose one teacher to climb the 
power pole outside using special footwear and a harness. 
Mrs. Pepe was chosen, and she did a great job! A great time 
was had by all and the students learned so much! 

—Ms. Bechtold, 4th Grade
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Marching Band 
and Color Guard 
performed several 

times between June 
and September.
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Girls’ Softball
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Many Thanks 
to All of You!

Three Cheers To . . . 
• Cam Best for doing such a great job in Spanish III.
• Jen Colburn for being such a great help to Mrs. Telfer 

during the spring. Much appreciated, Jen!
• Jen Jacobsen for the wonderful lunches all year long!
• Mr. Tol and Mr. Utter and the whole custodial staff for 

keeping our building looking so snappy!
• Mrs. Shumway, retired but not out of the picture, for all 

her help with Graduation and Prom.
• Our LTA’s and Aides, for without them we would be lost!
• The Morris Community for sending in so many supplies 

for the Ecuador project.
• Mrs. Hazen for all those copies!
• MCS Yearbook staff members for a wonderful book!
• The Color Run sponsors, volunteers, runners, and walkers!
• Maggie Ernst, who through an audition process, was 

selected to be an Oneonta Concert Association Young 
Artist.

• Mr. Packard for participating in the General Clinton 
Canoe Regatta. He earned 4th place in the Upper 
Susquehanna paddlers race, 26th in the Canton Solo 
World championships, 3rd in the Wessels lower 35 race, 
and 6th in the Professional solo open races. 

• The MCS Color Guard and Marching Band for their 
performances at the Sherburne Pageant of Bands. Color 
Guard 2nd place, and Concert Band, Parade Band, Small 
Ensemble all 3rd place.

• Cassie Downing, Seventh Grader, for being chosen to 
deliver The Gettysburg Address at the Memorial Day 
Parade.

• Kelly Shumway for her volunteer work with graduation 
• Congratulations to the Class of 2017.
• Ms. Smith for the fun Hip Hip Hooray Game at our last 

faculty meeting.
• Good luck to all the retirees and staff and faculty who are 

leaving MCS for new adventures in their lives—thanks 
for your service!


